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Summary Field trials with a benomyl plus thiram seed treatment have

demonstrated high levels of control of loose smut (Ustilago nuda) in winter

wheat. Bunt (Tilletia caries) and seedling diseases caused by Septoria

(Leptosphaeria nodorum) and Fusarium (Calonectria nivalis) were controlled

to similar extents by this dressing and by organomercury compounds.
Initial results with low rates of a carbendazim plus maneb seed treatment

have given excellent control of bunt, Septoria and Fusarium.

Resume Im essais de plein champs, le melange vbenonyl plus thiram stest

montré tras efficace dans la lutte contre le charbon nu du blé athiver
(Ustilago nuda). la carie (Tilletia caries), les maladies de semis telles
que laSeptoriose (Leptosphaeria nodorum), _la Fusariose (Calonectria nivalis)
ont été controlées avec autant d'efficacite par ce traitement ainsi que par

les produits organo mercuriques. Les premiers resultats obtenus 4 doses
faibles de carbendazim plus manébe ont mis en evidence um excellent controle
de la carie, de la Septoriose ainsi que de la Fusariose du blé.

INTRODUCTION

The broad spectrum activity of benomyl created interest in its possible use as

a seed treatment in wheat. It was thought that the systemic activity could lead
to improved levels of control of deep-seated infections. Recently there has been
general concern in the seed trade about increasing levels of loose smut, and the
previous standard treatment with hot water was far from satisfactory. In addition,
control of bunt, Septoria and Fusarium was necessary, and could be expected
following treatment with benomyl. In the initial development work thiram was
added to broaden the spectrum further and protect the developing seedling from

damping-off diseases. The benomyl + thiram mixture, which contains 30% benomyl

and 30% thiram, already is being marketed as a seed treatment for use in winter
wheat, peas, beans and onions. The rate of application on winter wheat for loose

smut is 227.2 g/100 kg seed. A later formation, containing 15% carbendazim
and 60% maneb, has been developed for seed treatment and is currently under

intensive development. The carbendazim + maneb formulation is being investigated
due to the broader spectrum of maneb with particular regard to bunt and Septoria.

We hoped in this way to develop a safe alternative to organomercury seed
treatments and to achieve high levels of control of all the major diseases in wheat.
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RESULTS

The following three sections each deal with major diseases and the results of

trials carried out since 1973.

1. Loose Smut

Seed samples of Maris Ranger and Cappelle were obtained from N.1I.A.B. and

commercial sources with known high levels of seed-borne disease. All treatments
were applied as a dry dressing by mixing the seed and powder together in a churn
and turning to ensure thorough and uniform coverage. The seed for large scale
trials was treated by standard commercial seed treaters. The plots were 1 acre
blocks in grower trials and 1.22 m x 15.85 m in replicated trials, which were
randomised with 4 replicates of each treatment. Drilling was carried out with
either a hand-controlled single-row precision drill in replicated trials, or with
a standard farm drill, in soil types which covered a wide range from organic fen
soil to coarse sand. Assessments were made when all the smutted ears were clearly
visible, and results are expressed as number of smutted ears per 5000 ears.

Treatments were untreated control, benomyl + thiram at 56.8, 113.6 and
227.2 g product per 100 kg seed and various organomercury standards both with and

without carboxin at the recommended commercial rates.

Table 1

Loose Smut - Results of replicated trials carried out in 1973 and 1974

Treatment Rate Individual Trial Results
g product/100 kg seed no. smutted ears/5000 ears
 

Sites 1 2

Untreated - 36.8 16.5

Benomyl + Thiram 56.8

" " 113.6
a " 227.2

Organomercury + -
Carboxin

Loose Smut - Results of grower trials carried out in 1 and 1

Treatment Rate Individual Trial Results
g product/100 kg seed no. smutted ears/5000 ears

Sites 35 4 5 6 1 8

Untreated - - - 2.7 3.9 Ail) 141

Benomyl + Thiram 227.2 0 0 3 2. 0.1 0.1 0 0

Organomercury + - 0 6 23 16 = = = x

Carboxin

Organomercury 203

  



The initial level of infection varied from 36.8 to 7.9 smutted ears/5000 ears

but control was virtually 100% at all three rates of benomyl + thiram regardless of
disease level. The average level of disease was 31.0 smutted ears in the
untreated plots of the 9 grower trials but only 0.6 where seed had been treated with

benomyl + thiram 227.2 g/100 ke.

2. Bunt

Replicated trials were carried out in 1973, 1974 and 1975. Commercial seed

stocks of Cappelle and Maris Ranger were artificially infectedwith bunt balls prior
to seed treatment, and the seed was hand drilled in small plots. Untreated plots
were drilled last. Plots were hand harvested and the percentage of bunted ears
recorded per plot. A wide range of soil types was covered including black fen
(40% organic matter), loamy very fine sand, silty clay loam, coarse sandy loam

and clay.

Treatments were untreated control, benomyl + thiram at 56.8, 113.6 and 227.2 g
product and carbendazim + maneb at similar rates of formulated product per 100 kg

seed, compared with standard organomercury materials at the recommended commercial

rates.

Table 2

Bunt - Results of replicated trials carried out in 1973, 1974 and 1975

Treatment Rate % Ears infected with bunt
g product/100 kg seed Mean (5 sites) Mean (2 sites) Mean (4 sites)
 

Untreated - 47.5 35.8 29.5

Benomyl + Thiram 56.8 5 -

113.6 2.0

227 22 1.1

Carbendazim + Maneb 56.8

" " 113.6

227.2

Organomercury -

 

Table 2 gives the results from the trials carried out in 1973, 1974 and 1975.

Benomyl + thiram and carbendazim + maneb at 56.8, 113.6 and 227.2 g/100 kg seed
have given a very high level of bunt control, better than the organomercury
standard. Infection levels varied from 5.2% to 83.5% but control was not
affected by initial infection levels.

3% Septoria and Fusarium

Trials were carried out in 1973, 1974 and 1975. Specially selected seed
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stocks were obtained from N.I.A.B. or commercial sources with known high levels of

disease. Drilling was carried out with precision drill or standard farm equipment.

Seed treatment and plot sizes were similar to those already described in the

section on loose smut.

Assessments were made at the 1-3 leaf stage by examining the coleoptiles for

lesions. Septoria was positively identified only by the presence of Kietreiber

knobs. Fusarium was identified by the presence of diffuse brown staining on

the coleoptiles. The results are expressed as percentage of seedlings infected.

It is reasonable to consider the two diseases together because they have similar

effects on the crop, both giving rise to "seedling blight".

Table 3

Septoria - Results of replicated trials carried out in 1973, 1974 & 1975

Treatment Rate % Seedlings infected

g product/100 kg seed Mean
 

Untreated - 24.4 (10 sites)

Benomyl + Thiram 56.8 1.0 ( 2 sites)

113.6 0.4 ( 3 sites)

207 2 0.2 ( 7 sites)

Carbendazim + Maneb 56.8 1.6 (3 sites)

113.6 0.1 ( 4 sites)
" "

2272 0.3 ( 6 sites)

0TERORLONEY 7 0.4 (10 sites)

Septoria - Results of grower trials carried out in 1974

Treatment Rate Mean of 3 sites

g product/100 kg seed

Untreated 13.2

Benomyl + Thiram 0.3

Organomercury 1.4

  



Table 4

Fusarium - Results of replicated and grower trials carried out in 1974 & 1975

Replicated (19 sites) Grower (13 sites)
Treatment Rate Mean Mean

g product/100 kg seed % seedlings infected % seedlings infected

Untreated = 2165

Benomyl + Thiram 56.8 17.5

" 113.6

227.2

Carbendazim + 56.8
Maneb

11336

227.2

Organomercury

 

The results set out in Tables 3 and 4 show that all rates of benomyl + thiram

or carbendazim + maneb reduced Septoria and Fusarium infection to levels
equivalent to or lower than that following application of the organomercury

standard treatment.

DISCUSS ION

The trials comparing benomyl + thiram and organomercury + carboxin on loose

smut demonstrated the high levels of control achieved. It is known that
organomercury compounds have little or no effect on this disease and results
showed benomyl + thiram to be superior to organomercury + carboxin.

Control of bunt was achieved with all rates of benomyl + thiram and
carbendazim + maneb. Even at high infection levels low rates gave better control
than that given by the organomercury standard. The results of these trials gave
ample evidence of the poor control achieved by mercury.

Similar results were obtained with Septoria and Fusarium, where benomyl +

thiram and carbendazim + maneb at all rates provided control at least comparable to
that given by the organomercury standard. In the case of Fusarium both mixtures
gave slightly better control than did the standard organomercury treatment,
thereby substantiating to some extent the original contention that a fully

systemic chemical could give improved control of deep-seated infections.

Although emergence and yield trials were conducted only in the presence of
disease, no adverse effect on emergence or yield could be detected (Tables 5 & 6).
Experience on a very wide range of soil types indicated that the activity of
neither benomyl + thiram nor carbendazim + maneb was affected by soil type.

The results have shown that benomyl + thiram at the recommended rate of

227.2 g/100 kg will give excellent control of loose smut and the other major seed-
borne diseases of winter wheat. Preliminary data indicate that carbendazim +
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maneb, even at the low rates of 56.8 and 113.6 g/100 kg will give control of the

"seedling blight" diseases and bunt comparable to the organomercury standards.

There exists in these two mixtures truly safe alternatives to organomercury compounds

giving control of all the major seed-borne diseases of wheat.

Table 5

Emergence - Results of emergence counts in 1974 & 1975

Treatment Rate Number of plants emerged per metre

g product/100 kg seed Variety

W.Desprez Champlein Chalk M. Ranger

Mean(3 sites) Mean(4 sites) Mean(3 sites) Mean(12 sites)

Untreated - 29.6 36.0 31.6 pee

Benomyl + Thiram 56.8 (25.5)*

" 113.6 (25.2)*

227 «2 36.7

56.8 (25.5)*

113.6 (23.5)*

go7 2 (25.1)*

Organomercury - 38.1

* = 3 sites only

 

 



Table 6

Yields - Results of yield trials in 1974

1. Replicated trials - Results derived from Fusarium and Septoria trials

Treatment Rate Individual Sites
g product/100 kg seed kg/plot at 15% M/c

Sites 2 3 4 =

Untreated - 7.0 8.8 13.8

Benomyl + Thiram 227.2 6.6 9.0 14.0

Organomercury - 6.9 9.0 14.2

L.S.D. 5%

2. Grower trials - Results derived from Loose Smut and Fusarium trials

Treatment : Rate Individual Sites
g product/100 kg seed tonnes/ha at 15% M/C

Sites - 2 3 4

Untreated - 4.9 4.7

Benomyl + Thiram 227.2 4.6

Organomercury a

L.S.D. 5%
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF GUAZATINE AND IMAZALIL AS
 

SEED TREATMENT FUNGICIDES IN BARLEY
 

D.H.Bartlett and N,E.Ballard

Murphy Chemical Ltd., Wheathampstead, St. Albans, Herts.

Summary Guazatine at 0.6g/kg seed has been shown to have high activity
against a wide spectrum of cereal seed-borne diseases including
Leptosphaeria nodorum, Calonectria nivalis, Pyrenophora avenae, Tilletia

caries and Ustilago avenae. Control of Ustilago nuda on wheat and barley

has been achieved by the addition of carboxin at 0.75 g/kg seed. This
combination has however given only 90% control of high infections of
Pyrenophora graminea on barley. Control of P. graminea, equal to that

given by organomercury, has been achieved by the addition of imazalil
at 0.04g to guazatine at 0.6 g/kg seed, applied as liquid seed treatments.

Resume On a demontre que guazatine a 0,6 g/kg de graine a une haute
activite contre une grande gamme de malaises transmises par les graines
de cereales y compris Leptosphaeria_ nodorum, Calonectria nivalis,

Pyrenophora avenae, Tilletia caries et Ustilago avenae. Le controle

d'Ustilago nuda sur le ble et l'orge a ete obtenu par l'addition de
carboxin a 0,75 g/kg de graine. Pourtant, cette combination a donne

seulement un controle de 90% sur les infections graves de Pyrenophora

graminea sur l'orge. Le controle de P, graminea, @gal a celui donné par
l'organomercure a ete obtenu par l'addition d'imazalil a 0,04g a guazatine

a 0,6 g/kg de graine, appliques comme des traitements liquides de la graine.

INTRODUCTION

The performance of bis (8-guanidino-octyl)amine (guazatine) alone and in

combination with other fungicide seed treatments has been described by Jackson

et al. (1973). Up to 1973 guazatine was investigated as the water-soluble acetate

or insoluble sesquisulphate salt. A powder combination of guazatine sesauisulphate

with maneb and a slurry combination of guazatine acetate with carboxin were tested

in an attempt to improve the control of P. graminea by guazatine. The guazatine/

carboxin slurry gave 90% control of a 7% infection of P, graminea on spring barley,

while the guazatine/maneb powder gave 03,8 control and organomercury liquid gave

97. control. Chemical instability made it impossible to prepare a slurry

formulation of guazatine and maneb.

Work in 1974 and 1975 has been directed toward finding a fungicide which,

when combined with guazatine, would give control of P. graminea equal to that

given by organomercury, with an added requirement that the material must be

capable of being formulated as a liquid or slurry for application through the

Mist-O-Matic seed dresser. Imazalil was found to conform to these specifications

and the results of field trials with guazetine/imazalil and guazatine/imazalil/

carboxin mixtures compared with guazatine alone are reported here. 



Imazalil or R23979° is 1-(B-(allyloxy)-2,4~dichlorophenethyl) imidazole.
Imazalil is a light brown oily liquid which is slightly soluble in water
(0.14g/100 ml water) but very soluble in most organic solvents. Toxicological
data are shown in Table 1.

Table 1

Toxicology of imazalil

Route Animal LD,ome/ke
 

Acute Rat (M) 320

Acute Dog 7 640

Acute Japanese quail 510

Acute Rat (M) 4,200

Rat (F) 4,880
 

METHODS AND MATERIALS

Formulations

Guazatine as the water soluble acetate (30% a.i. w/v), and imazalil as the
acetate salt, were combined in various ratios as shown in Table Ze

Table 2

Details of formulations

Treatment Formulation % aie Rate ml/kg g a.i./kg seed
seed guazatine imazalil carboxin

guazatine liquid 30 2 0.6

guazatine/imazalil liquid 30/10 0.6 0.2

guazatine/imazalil liquid 30/8 0.6 0.16

guazatine/imazalil liquid 30/7.5 0.6 0.15

guazatine/imazalil liquid 30/5 0.6 0.10

guazatine/imazalil liquid 30/4 0.6 0.08

guazatine/imazalil liquid 30/2 0.6 0.04

guazatine/imazalil liquid 30/1 0.6 0.02

guazatine/imazalil/
carboxin slurry 20/2.7/25 0.6 0.08 0.75

 

These formilations were compared with commercially available formulations of

organomercury (phenyl mercury acetate) and organomercury/carboxin seed dressings.

+ a product of Janssen Pharmaceutica, Beerse, Belgium. 



Seed treatments A compressed gas atomiser was used to spray the liquid

formulations on to a thin layer of seed, which was shaken immediately in a

polythene bag to obtain a good distribution.

The slurry formulation was applied by shaking the chemical and seed together

in a large glass jar.

Trial Layout Small plots (1 x 10m) were employed in randomised block

arrangements with four replicates. The plots were drilled with a tractor-mounted

@yjord drill at a sowing rate of 160 kg/ha.

Assessments Emergence was determined by counting the number of plants ina

5 x 1m row length at random in each plot at growth stage 1-2 (Feekes scale). ‘The

extent of infection by P. graminea was assessed by counting the number of infected

plants per plot when the crop was coming into ear. Infection by Cochliobclus

sativus was assessed at growth stage 3 by digging 150 plants, at random, from

each plot and examining them in the laboratory. The severity of Ustilago nuda

infection was assessed by counting the total smutted ears per plot. Pyrenophora

avenae infection was assessed at growth stage 2 by counting the number of

diseased and healthy plants in five random 1m row lengths per plot.

(a) Barley leaf stripe (Pyrenophora_graminea)

The results obtained from the 1974 trials at three sites are shown in Table 3.

All three guazatine/imazalil treatments geve control of P, graminea superior to

that obtained with organomercury.

Table 3

% control of P. graminea_on spring barley cv. Edda II

at three sites in 1974

% control of P.graminea

Treatment g a.i./kg seed Site A Site B Site C

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.10 97.7 98.6 100

guazetine/imazalil 0.6/0.15 98.1 98.2 98.6

guazotine/imazalil 0.6/0.20 98.4 99.5 98.6

organomercury \.02 93.7 96.6 95.7

|
untreated © infection 441 2.9 6.6

S.B. 73.8 73.6 12
 

In 1975 guazetine, at constant rate, was evaluated in combination with

imazalil at a range of rates lower than those used in 1074, The results of three

trials (Table 4) show that none of the treatments appeared adversely to affect

the barley emergence.

The control of P. graminea in 1975, by the organomercury, was better than in

19974 in the barley cv. Tern (Table 5) and as good as in 1974 in the barley cv.

Clermont (Table 6). Guazatine alone geve a mean control of 49 in Tern and 5% in

Clermont,whilst the addition of imezalil at rates of 0.04 g/kg seed,or above, gave

control ecual to organomercury.
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Table 4

Emergence of spring barley cv. Tern with a_50% infection

of P. graminea at three sites in 1975

Emerged plants/m of row

Treatment ga.i./kg seed Site A Site B Site C

guazatine 0.6 30.4 24.6 30.1

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.02 B49 25.2 29.3

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.04 29.7 25.1 26.8

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.08 30.0 24.9 29.2

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.16 30.8 22.2 3251

organomercury 0,02 D157. 22.8 31.7

untreated 32.1 28.2 24.6

5.2. N.S. N.S. N.S.

 

Table 5

% eontrol of P. graminea_on spring barley cv. Tern
at three sites in 1975

% control of Pyrenophora graminea

Treatment - g a.i./kg seed Site A Site B Site C Mean

guazatine 0.6 57.0 41,2 48,8 49.0

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.02 99.6 96.0 90.0 95.2

guazetine/imazalil 0.6/0.04 99.8 98.7 98.1 98.9

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.08 100 99.8 99.7 99.8

guazatine/imazelil 0.6/0.16 100 100 100 100

organomercury 0.02 100 98.5 99.4 99.3

untreated % infection 5.4 ed 4S et

3:0 73.6 S170
 

(b) Foot rot (Cochliobolus sativus)

This disease is not, at present, common in the U.K., but it may become as

important in the future as it is now in N. America. The fungus produces dark

brown lesions on the roots which can, under the right conditions, kill the

seedlings. The plants generally grow to maturity, but the heads are poorly

filled and become covered with secondary black moulds (Moore and Moore, 1961).

In this trial there appeared to be little or no seedling death, as can be seen

from the emergence counts in Table 6.

C. sativus is not well controlled by organomercury, which, in this trial

achieved only 2% control (Table 6). The combination of organomercury/carboxin

gave 70% control which was similar to the 69% control given by guazatine alone.

The addition of 0.08g imazalil to guazatine gave 7&/ control which was increased

to 8% by the addition of carboxin.
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Table 6

Emergence of spring barley cv. Clermont and % control of
Cochliobolus sativus and P. graminea at Site C in 1975

Treatment g aei./kg seed Emerged plants % control
per metre C.sativus P.graminea
 

guazatine 0.6 29.4 69.0 58.9

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.02 29.1 7765 87.0

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.04 29.2 7035 94.1

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.08 29.3 77.8 99.2

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.16 25.6 87.5 97.7

guazetine/imazelil/
carboxin 0.6/0.08/0.75 27.3 89.4 96.6

organomercury/
carboxin 0.02/0.75 29.9

organomercury 0.02 28.7

untreated (% infection) 27.3

S.E. NUS.

 

(c) Loose smut (Ustilago nuda)

The results of the 1975 trials at three sites are shown in Table 7. The

control of U. nuda achieved by the combination of guazatine/imazalil/carboxin

was equal to that given by the standard organomercury/carboxin treatment.

Table 7

% control of U. nuda on spring barley cv. Sultan at three

sites in 1975

% control of U. nuda

Treatment ga.i./ke seed Site A Site B Site C

guazatine/imazelil/
carboxin ©.6/0.08/0.75 92.9 97.0 96.6

organomercury/
carboxin 0.02/0.75 92.7 94.9

organomercury 0.02 6.8 5.4

untreated % infection 255 162

S.E. 10.0 29.7
 

(d) Oat leaf spot (Pyrenophora avenae)

The results obtained from the 1975 trials at Sites A and C are shown in Table

&, Organomercury g3ve very poor control of P. avenae, and uncombined guazatine

was markedly superior. At Site A, combinations of guazetine/imazalil gave

increasing control with increasing rate of imazalil: the highest rate, 0.6/0.16,

gave 846 control. The results at Site C were not dose-responsive.
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Table 8

% control of P. avenae on oats cv. Astor at two sites

in 1975

% control P. avenae

Treatment ga.i./kg seed Site A Site C Mean

guazatine 0.6 39.4 7144 55.4

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.02 4G LS 68.1 56.65

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.04 63.5 5507 58.6

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.08 73.9 66.5 70.2

guazatine/imazalil 0.6/0.16 Ose? 595 71.6

organomercury 0.02 0.0 40.0 20.0

untreated % infection 6.2 13.8 10.0

S.E. 231.3 219.3
 

DISCUSSION

The results of these trials show that imazalil at 0.04g a.i./kg seed added

to guazatine at 0.6g a.i./kg seed, can control P. graminea as well as can

organomercury. ‘The addition of imazalil also improved the control of C. sativus

by guazatine, which itself was markedly superior to organomercury.

This improved control of C. sativus is thought to be due to the guazatine/

imazelil combination penetrating the seed and killing the fungal mycelium.

Organomercury is thought to kill only thespores adhering to the outside of the

seed.

Relatively poor control of U. nuda, given both by the organomercury/carboxin

standard and by the guazatine/imazalil/carboxin treatments, may be attributable

to the relative inaccuracy of the hand-spraying application technique used, which

may not achieve the 9% control encountered in commercial practice.

While not strictly within the scope of this paper, the results of two trials

carried out on oats have been included because of the interest in the organomercury

resistant P. avenae. The 55% control given by guazatine alone in 1975 was less

than the 807 control achieved previously (Jackson et _al.1973); however there did

appear to be some additive effect from the addition of the imazalil. Further

trials are needed to confirm the level of control which consistently can be

achieved.

The crop safety of guazeatine has been reported previously (Jackson et al.

1093), The safety of puazatine/imazalil hes been demonstrated by the high

emergence rates observed in our trials. Yield data has not been included in this

report 3s these small-plot trials were primarily intended for disease assessment

and were not suitable for valid yield assessment.

Results of these trials with guazatine/imazalil and of previous trials with

guazatine alone (Jackson et al.1973) indicate that a combined liquid formulation

of guazatine/imazalil at 0.6/0.04g a.i./kg barley seed could be used as an

effective alternative to organomercury. 
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EXPERIMENTAL INSECTICIDES AS SEED TREATMENTS FOR THE CONTROL OF
 

WHEAT BULB FLY IN CEREALS

D.C. Griffiths, G.C. Scott, K.A. Jeffs,

Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden, Herts. AL5 2JQ

F.E. Maskell and P.F. Roberts

ADAS Cambridge and Shardlow

Summary Of several insecticides tested as seed treatments against
wheat bulb fly in 1973-4 and 1974-5 the organophosphorus compounds
triazophos and isofenphos and the pyrethroid permethrin were most
effective. Mixtures of carbophenothion and chlorfenvinphos also
gave good results. Deep sowing of untreated seed and seed treated
with dieldrin or chlorfenvinphos considerably increased the severity
of attack.

Resumé D'aprés les essais faits en 1973-4 and 1974-5 le triazophos
et l'isofenphos, des dérivés de 1l'acide phosphorique, et une
pyrethroide la perméthrine ont données les meilleurs résultats pour
le traitement de la graine contre la mouche grise du blé. Des
mélanges d'essais de carbophenothion et chlorfenvinphos ont aussi
donnée des resultats satisfaisants.

L'enfouissement profond de la graine non traitée ou traitée a la
dieldrine ou au chlorfenvinphos accroit le pourcentage de plants
endomages.

INTRODUCTION

An ideal seed treatment against wheat bulb fly should be consistently
effective under the varied conditions encountered in practice, but safe to
operators during handling and sowing; it should also be harmless to wildlife, and
there should be a wide safety margin between the dose that is toxic to insects and
the dose that harms the plant. Judged by these criteria none of the present
materials is entirely satisfactory and the purpose of the tests described in this
paper was to examine untried insecticides and methods of application that might
have advantages over those now in use. 



METHOD AND MATERIALS

1973-4 trials

All insecticide treatments (Table 2) were applied to winter wheat cv. Bouquet,
previously treated with a liquid organomercury fungicide. Two insecticides,
CGA 12223 (0,0-diethy1-0-(1-isopropy1-5-chloro-1,2,4-triazolyl-(3) )-thiophosphate
and isofenphos were obtained as formulated dusts from the manufacturers, but the
others were made into 20% dusts by mixing technical material with talc (B.D.H. Ltd).
All dusts were applied to seeds by mixing together in a beaker using 6 ml of 3%
methyl] cellulose/100g seed as a sticker, a method that ensures that 90% or more
insecticide is retained on the seed (Bardner, 1960). Liquid insecticides were
applied to 500g batches of seed using the rotating drum apparatus described by

Jeffs (1973). Preliminary germination tests in the laboratory had determined the

dosage levels to be tested in the field. Treatments with Y-BHC, done with the help

of the staff at ICI Plant Protection Division, Fernhurst, comprised 40% Y-BHC

powder applied by a small Rotostat or small Plantector machine, with or without a

sticker, in this case 12 ml of 6% aqueous emulsion of soya bean oil/kg seed. The

amounts of Y-BHC on treated seeds were determined by the method of Lord et al (1967).

1974-5 trials

Promising materials from the 1973-4 trials were compared as liquid and powder

formulations, the latter with or without a 6% aqueous emulsion of soya bean oil as a

sticker. In addition, isofenphos powder, rolled with seed in a glass container for

30 min until the powder became firmly compacted on the seed, provided another

experimental treatment. One new material SD 8832 (2-chloroviny] ethyl diethyl phos-

phoramidate, mixture of E and Z isomers) was included and, in addition to the

chlorfenvinphos standard treatment, chlorfenvinphos mixed 1:4 with the synergist

piperony] butoxide was also tested. As in 1973-4 all insecticides were applied to

seed previously treated with a liquid organomercury fungicide, but two varieties of

seed were used in 1974-5, Maris Templar on the clay loam, and Bouquet on the peaty

loam (Table 1).

In both years 10g lots of seed were sown by hand at a depth of 2-3 cm in 3.05 m

furrows in fields severely infested with wheat bulb fly eggs. To minimise effects

of neighbouring treatments, seeds were sown in 'plots' consisting of 3 adjacent rows,

but only the middle row was sampled and examined. The 'plots' were arranged as 4

randomised blocks at each site. Deep sowings in 1973-4 were achieved by placing

seeds in slits, 10 cm deep, made with a spade.

When the seedlings had emerged but before wheat bulb fly eggs had hatched,
each plot was scored visually on a scale 0-10 to determine if any treatments had

affected early growth in field conditions. In late February or in March, plants

from 1.22 m centre row were removed from each plot and dissected in the laboratory

to assess the effectiveness of the treatments in preventing insect attack or in

killing insect larvae within the plants. At Whittlesey in 1973-4 combine drilling

of the surrounding area of the field extended by mistake into parts of the
experimental area, so only certain plots could be sampled.

Table 1 gives details of the trial sites, with dates of sowings and

examinations. . 



Table 1

Short Row trials - Site Details
 

1973-4 1974-5

Abbots ley Caythorpe Rothamsted Whittlesey Abbots ley Pondersbridge

 

Soil type Clay loam Fine loamy Flinty clay Peaty loam Clay loam Peaty loam
drift on loam over
Lincs clay-with-
limestone flints

Egg count 9.0 9.9 5.9 6.2 8.8 6.3
millions/ha

Sowing date 23.10.73 30.10.73 Tel1.43 26511573 21.10.74 3.12.74

Seed variety Bouquet Bouquet Bouquet Bouquet Maris Templar Bouquet

Plot size 3 rows 3 rows 3 rows 3 rows 3 rows 3 rows
x 3.05m x 3.05m x 3.05m x 3.05m x 3.05m x 3.05m

Date of 23.11 2/3 Telel4 14.12.73 15.1.74 6.12.74 15..1...25

visual score
at emergence

Sample date

 

 



Table 2

Experimental treatments and visual scores at emergence 1973-4

Treatment Material % asi; to Visual score at Treatment
(P) powder weight of emergence (Max 40) code
(L) liquid seed ct pt

 

30 20
28 «17
10 0
3423
3433
33, 23
24 a
28 «12
31 2]
3224
30. 24
3220

m m
4Experimental Permethrin 20%P

insecticides
stuck to CGA 12223 20%P
seeds with Isofenphos 20%P
methy] Cyanofenphos 20%P
cellulose

Triazophos 10%P

Aldicarb 20%P
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P
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a

Terbufos 20%P
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N
n
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S

Standards Chlorfenvinphos F 33-26
32.2%L

Carbophenothion . 31 28

Dieldrin 60%P i 30

n
M

Control 3]

Deep sown Chlorfenvinphos : 31
treatments 32.2%L

Dieldrin 60%P ‘ 28
Control 28

Mixtures Chlorfenvinphos/
carbophenothion ‘ 30

Chlorfenvinphos/
carbophenothion : 31

Rotostat y-BHC 40%P 30
treatments SBO (soya bean oil) 35

SBO + ¥-BHC 40%P 29

Plantector y-BHC 40%P . 24
treatments SBO + ¥-BHC 40%P 24

* analysed dosages (ppm)

A = Abbotsley, We Whittlesey, C= Caythorpe, R= Rothamsted 



RESULTS

1973-4 trials (Tables 2 and 3)

Aldicarb and terbufos are very toxic to mammals but were included to see if

they would give insect control superior to that of the more moderately toxic
insecticides currently in use. Plant emergence was satisfactory (Table 2) but only
terbufos at 0.5% a.i. to weight of seed had much activity against wheat bulb fly
(Table 3). Cyanofenphos was relatively ineffective except at Abbotsley, where, at
0.5% a.i. to weight of seed,it decreased the percentage of damaged shoots and at
both dosages decreased the percentage of plants with live larvae. CGA 12223 was
more phytotoxic than preliminary laboratory tests had suggested: therefore,al though
jt decreased live larvae, it did not improve plant stands, as indicated by the

numbers of healthy shoots.

Triazophos considerably decreased the percentages of damaged shoots and live

larvae (Table 3) but did not improve plant stands at Whittlesey or Rothamsted
because of phytotoxic effects noted at germination (Table 2).

Permethrin greatly decreased the percentage of damaged shoots so that few

plants contained larvae; however, larvae that succeeded in entering the plants
survived. The excellent germination of seeds treated with permethrin and the effect
of this material in preventing larval entry resulted in large numbers of healthy
shoots. Isofenphos was the most active insecticide; in addition to decreasing the

percentage shoots damaged by wheat bulb fly, it also killed many larvae inside the

plants. Therefore the percentage of plants with live larvae was much less than
occurred after treatment with the standard materials chlorfenvinphos, carbopheno-
thion and dieldrin, all of which were reasonably effective compared with the

controls.

Deep sowing delayed germination and resulted in decreased scores at emergence

(Table 2). The percentages of damaged shoots and of plants containing live larvae

were greater than in corresponding treatments (dieldrin, chlorfenvinphos and

control) in which the seeds were sown more shallowly. Final plant stands, judged

by the number of healthy shoots per m row, were less in deep sown treatments than in

their shallow-sown counterparts.

Seeds treated with mixtures of carbophenothion and chlorfenvinphos at both

dosage levels germinated well except at Whittlesey (Table 2) and were amongst the

most effective treatments with respect to all variates measured in the plant

samples (Table 3).

Of the treatments applied by commercial machinery, soya bean oi] (without

insecticide) gave unexplained large scores at emergence but most of the Y-BHC

treatments gave smaller visual scores at emergence than the controls (Table 2).

Despite considerably increased loadings of \-BHC achieved by the use of soya bean

oil as a sticker, insect control was not measurably improved.

1974-5 trials (Table 4)

The only new compound tested, SD 8832, was ineffective and gave results

similar to that of the untreated control. At Abbotsley the standard insecticide

chlorfenvinphos also gave results similar to the control, whereas at Pondersbridge,

although it decreased plant scores at emergence, it also decreased the percentage

of damaged shoots and the percentage of plants with live larvae. Chlorfenvinphos

with piperonyl butoxide gave very similar results to those achieved with

chlorfenvinphos alone. 



Table 3

Seed treatment trials 1973-4
 

Treatment % damaged shoots % plants with Healthy shoots

code (see live larvae per m row

Table 2) WoC. OR W R Ww oC R
 

12 21 12
26 18

28

m m
4

35
31
7
4

46
34
16
29

—
e
t

=

N
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N
A
O
S
P
w
W
N
H
=

18
13
1]

w
n
h
r
—

35

30
36
45

4

1

31
30
26

S.E.
difference

*spray drift at Abbotsley from nearby aerial application of omethoate

on 14 Feb 1974 probably affected results from all plots to some extent 



Table 4
Seed treatment trials 1974-5
 

Treatment Material bavi. tO Visual score % damaged % plants with Healthy shoots
(P) powder weight of at shoots live larvae per m row
(L) liquid seed germination

(max 40)
at pt at pt at pt at pt

 

Stuck to Permethrin 20%P ‘ 29 31 16 18 28 44
seed with Isofenphos 40%P E 30 28 14 15 18 19
soya bean oil ‘ 33 24 10 8 17 5

Compacted Isofenphos 40%P 28 31 8 15 22 Ti
on seed

With no Permethrin 20%P i 31 30 12 13 29 31
sticker Isofenphos 40%P ‘ 29 32 11 20 26 16

SD 8832 20%P i 30 30 Ee 37 34 A

Liquid Permethrin 50%L ‘ 30 34 tl 17 25 46
formulations Isofenphos 50%L : 29 34 he 10 25 6

Chlorfenvinphos

32.2%L t 26 21 20 20 44 33

Synergised Chlorfenvinphos

insecticide 32.2%L + piperonyl ‘ 25 21 17 20 34 30
butoxide

Sticker alone Soya bean oil 29 29 19 26 4] 55

Control 27 35 21 33 36 72

S.E. difference 300; 34 Ls De

At = Abbotsley, pt = Pondersbridge 



In the second year in which they were tested, isofenphos and permethrin again
showed activity against wheat bulb fly larvae. The best treatment was isofenphos
at 0.4% a.i. stuck to seed with soya bean oil. Both isofenphos and permethrin
decreased larval attack and increased the number of healthy shoots when applied to

seed at 0.2% a.i. in either liquid or powder formulations, thus indicating the
possibility of practical control with these materials.

DISCUSSION

Seed treatments for use against wheat bulb fly must be effective in a wide
range of soil conditions and the tests reported here were done on several soil

types. Deep sowing of some treatments was tested because this practice may become

more common with increasing use of modern pre-emergence herbicides. Most published

evidence (Way, 1959; Lord et al, 1967; Maskell, 1970) suggests that insecticides

whose main mode of action is to prevent entry of larvae into plants are affected

more severely by deep drilling than those insecticides that mainly kill larvae

within the plant. Dieldrin and, to a lesser extent, chlorfenvinphos belong to the

latter class of insecticide but the results of the 1973-4 trials showed that even

these insecticides are less effective when sowing is as deep as 10 cm, and that

plant stands resulting from such sowings on soils infested with wheat bulb fly are
inferior to those from similar seed sown at 2-3 cm.

Synergism of chlorfenvinphos was investigated because of a report that vinyl

phosphates are synergised by sesamex (Sun & Johnson, 1972). No improvement was

noted in our tests, possibly because a slightly different synergist, piperonyl

butoxide, was used, or not enough synergist was employed, or it did not persist

long enough in the soil.

Mixtures of insecticides would present difficulties in practice but were tested

for two reasons. First, organophosphorus insecticides tend to vary in relative

effectiveness in different soil conditions: this may be attributable in part to

varying degrees of adsorption and movement in soils of different characteristics

and moisture contents, so that conditions that favour one insecticide may decrease

the effectiveness of another. A mixture, therefore, might give greater reliability

if the two insecticides have complementary properties. Secondly, there is the

possibility of synergism, leading to increased insecticidal activity. The mixtures

did control insects well at all sites and at both dosage levels but the standard

insecticides worked well singly in 1973-4 so that improvement in activity was hard

to demonstrate.

Of the experimental compounds, isofenphos, permethrin and triazophos had the

greatest effect on insect larvae. The usefulness of triazophos is limited by

adverse effects on plant emergence but a slow release formulation, e.g. a micro-

encapsulated seed dressing, might decrease phytotoxic hazards whilst retaining

insecticidal activity.

Isofenphos was exceptionally active against wheat bulb fly, decreasing the

percentage of shoots attacked and also killing larvae inside the plant; the

samples taken from the four trial sites in 1973-4 had a total of 313 live larvae in
the controls but only 3 live larvae in plants grown from seed treated with

isofenphos at 0.3% a.i. This level of control has not been achieved before with a

seed treatment. In neighbouring ADAS trials at Abbotsley and Whittlesey in 1973-4,

isofenphos at 0.05% a.i. to weight of seed was no better than chlorfenvinphos at

similar dosages, suggesting that the main advantage of isofenphos is its greater

safety to the plants, allowing it to be applied at greater dosages. Unfortunately,

practical difficulties of obtaining large loadings with present formulations make it

unlikely that isofenphos will be developed commercially as a seed dressing for wheat

bulb fly control.
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The characteristics of the stable pyrethroid permethrin were described by
Elliott et al (1973). The results with permethrin in these trials were encouraging,
as they represent the first occasion that any insecticide other than an organo-
chlorine or organophosphate has been effective as a seed treatment against wheat
bulb fly larvae. Its activity in these short row trials was about equivalent to
that of the standard insecticides now in use. Permethrin, however, acts almost
entirely by preventing larvae from entering the plant, and has little or no
systemic action, so its activity would probably be greatly decreased by deep
sowing. Despite this possible disadvantage, related pyrethroids would be worth
testing, and analysed loadings of permethrin on the seed should be examined further
in large plot trials that will give reliable yields; this work is now being done.
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THE CONTROL OF WHEAT BULB FLY WITH FONOFOS GRANULES

C. Sinclair

Pan Britannica Industries Ltd., Waltham Cross, Herts

Summary Wheat bulb fly damage in winter wheat was reduced using fonofos
granules at 0.84 to 3.36 kg/ha a.i. (0.75 to 3.0 lb/ac a.i.) (optimum rate
between 1.1 and 1.7 kg/ha a.i.) in field trials in 1974-1975. This
confirms earlier work carried out since 1965. Fonofos was applied as

an overall application at drilling. Larval entry into the shoot was
reduced and larval mortality within the shoot was increased. No adverse
effects on seedling emergence, tillering and yield on crops with and
without wheat bulb fly infestation were observed over the entire range of
fonofos concentrations tested. Yields were increased by fonofos in

comparison to untreated controls and standard seed treatments. A glass-
house trial showed no deleterious effect of applying fonofos to seed
already treated with wheat bulb fly seed treatments.

Résumé Les détériorations par la mouche grise du blé ont été réduites dans le
blé d'hiver par l'utilisation de granules de fonofos a 0,84 a 3,36 kg/ha a.i.
(0,75 a 3,0 lbac a.i.) (taux optimum entre 1,1 et 1,7 sjha a.i.) lords d'essais
en plein champ en 1974-1975. Ceci confirme les travaux effectués précédemment
depuis 1965. Le fonofos a été employé comme application générale lors de

semis en ignes. La pénétration de larves dans la pousse a été reduite et la

mortalité des larves dans la pousse a eté accrue. Aucun effet adverse sur

1'émersion de plantules, la polliadpaeton.et la rendement des cultures avec ou

sans attaque de mouche grise du blé n'a été obervé sur toute la gamme des con-
centrations de fonofos essayées. Le fonofos a accru les rendements en

comparaison avec des contréles non traités et des traitements standard de

semence. Un essai sous serre a montré qu'aucun effet nuisible n'intervient

lors de l'application de fonofos a des semences deja traitées avec des
applications pour semence contre la mouche grise du blé.

INTRODUCTION

Wheat bulb fly (Leptohylemyia coarctata) is a major insect pest of winter wheat

in eastern England. Control measures before 1975 were mainly limited to seed
treatments, often supplemented by foliar sprays of insecticides in the spring. This
report illustrates a new technique of control involving an overall application of
fonofos granules at drilling to give protection from wheat bulb fly throughout the

growing season. 



The effect of fonofos granules on wheat bulb fly has been demonstrated in ADAS

(NAAS) trials in 1965 and 1973 to 1975. Mathias and Roberts (1967) and Catling

(1967) showed in a series of five trials comparing a number of new products against

standard seed treatments and untreated controls that:-

(i) Fonofos at 1.0 and 1.1 Kg/ha a.i. (two trials) gave 22% and 29% damaged
shoots, compared to 42% and 49% with untreated. Yield with fonofos increased by

0.3 and 0.9 t/ha over untreated, and with dieldrin by 0.3 and 0.5 t/ha over untreated.

These rates appear to be sub-optimum.

(ii) Fonofos at 1.7 kg/ha a.i. (one trial) gave 19% damaged shoots compared to

74% with untreated. Yield with fonofos increased by 4.9 t/ha over untreated, and

with dieldrin by 3.9 t/ha over untreated. This rate appears to be close to the

optimum.

(iii) Fonofos at 2.2 kg/ha a.i. (two trials) gave 15% and 3% damaged shoots,

compared to 74% and 46% with untreated. Yield with fonofos increased by 3.3% t/ha

over untreated, and with dieldrin by 3.9 t/ha over untreated. Yields were not

taken on the second trial at this rate. This rate appears higher than optimum.

In 1973-74 and 1974-75, further ADAS trials (ADAS Eastern Region and East

Midland Region - unpublished) gave results as shown in Table 1:-

Table 1 Preliminary ADAS Trial Results

 

Healthy % Plants

shoots h% attacked with live

Year Treatment per m shoots larvae

 

1973/74 Untreated control 30 (34) 47 (43)
Fonofos 5% 4 (10) 6 (12)
1.7 kg/ha ai. + (1.7) + (2.3)

1974/75 Untreated control 38 62

Fonofos 10% 23 42
1.7 kg/ha a.i. No. of

live
larvae/m

1974/75 Untreated control 46 9
Fonofos 10% 148 1.5

1.7 kg/ha a.i.

 

Figures in brackets are angular transformations
 

EXPERIMENTAL

One trial was laid down on sandy clay infested with wheat bulb fly (egg popul-

ation of 1.25 million/ac). Seed of Atou winter wheat, which had not been dressed

with insecticides, was drilled in mid-October. In another trial, also on infested

land but with an unknown egg population, non-dressed seed of Maris Huntsman was sown

on sandy clay loam in mid-December. The five treatments were: untreated control,

0.8, 1.7 and 3.4 kg/ha a.i. of fonofos 10% granules (Dyfonaté 10G) and BHC seed

treatment (Mergamma W), each replicated four times on 36 m x 3.3 m plots. Appli-

cation was made with a Horstine Farmery motorised knapsack applicator, incorporated

with a single pass of a fixed harrow immediately prior to drilling.

*Dyfonate is a Registered Trade rhe Stauffer Chemical Compary 



A third trial on non-infested land was late drilled with non-insecticidal-

treated Maris Templar wheat on clay soil. Treatments were untreated control, 1.7

and 3.4 kg/ha a.i. of fonofos granules, and an experimental seed treatment, each

replicated four times on 8 m x 2 m plots. Application of granules was made with a

pepper pot applicator and incorporated by raking.

Emergence counts were made at the 2 leaf stage by counting all wheat plants in

10 samples per plot, each of 2 x 0.3 m. Counts of healthy shoots per row length

were made at tillering from 3 samples per plot, each of 2 x 0.3m. The results

given in Table 2 show that there was no significant reduction in seedling emergence,

tiller numbers, or plant vigour with increasing dosage rates of fonofos. Samples

for larval counts were taken in March by lifting all the plants in 3 samples per plot,

each of 2 x 0.3 m, followed by laboratory dissection into the number of healthy

shoots per metre row length, percentage affected plants, and percentage of plants

with live and dead larvae. These results, and yields determined by combine

harvesting the plots, are given in Table 3. They show that the percentage of

attacked shoots was reduced with treatment, significantly more so at 1.7 and 3.4

kg/ha a.i. than at 0.8 kg/ha a.i. and with the seed treatment. The percentage of

plants with live larvae was similarly reduced and the number of dead larvae was

higher with treatment than without. This combination of factors gave an increase

in the number of healthy shoots per metre with treatment.

Yields have shown that fonofos gave a significant increase over untreated in

trials 1 and 2 (infested), and over the seed treatment in trial 1. Yields in the

non-infested trial were not significantly altered.

The combined effect of seed treatments and fonofos was tested in seed trays

under glass by applying 0, 1.7 and 3.4 kg/ha a.i. fonofos granules to both treated

and non-treated seed as follows:-

Cultivar Maris Templar treated with chlorfenvinphos

Cultivar Chalk treated with carbophenothion

Cultivar Maris Huntsman treated with gamma BHC

Counts of emerged seedlings from 100 seeds drilled were made at 7 and 12 days

post drilling and all seedlings were cut for weight of tops at 18 days. Table 4

shows that seed treatments reduce emergence, but that fonofos applied in addition

does not lead to significant further reductions.

 



Table 2 Plant courts and vigour assessments at the 2 leaf stage (for phytotoxicity) and tillering

(for combined phytotoxicity and wheat bulb fly effect).

 

PLANT VIGOUR 0-10
where O = bare ground

TREATMENT NUMBER OF PLANTS OR SHOOTS PER m. 10 = maximum height & density

 

2 leaf stage (plants) Tillering stage (shoots) 2 leaf stage Tillering stage

Trial No. 1 2 3 1 2 3 z 2 3 1 2 a
Infested Non Infested Non Infested Non Infested Non

Infested Infested Infested Infested

Untreated control 45.0 24.3 38.4 86.4 15.3) 9.0 7.5) 8.7 1.0 ®8./

Standard Seed treatment 46.2 21.6 3561 105.6 65.7 9.2 9.7* 8.5 8.2 -

Fonofos 0.8 kg/ha a.i. 45.9 25.5 - 93.0 67.8 9.2 8.5 - F L000 Tad

Fonofos 1.7 kg/ha a.i. 46.5 26.1 34.2 108.0 86.7 952 8.5 8.5 9.0 8.5

Fonofos 3.4 kg/ha a.i. 44.7 26.4 3752 94.5 80.1 9.0 8.5. 6.7 9.2 9.0

*Drilled 1 week N.S N.S N.S N.S
earlier LSD 5%

LSD 1%

  



Table 3 Results of plant dissection in March and yield at harvest

 

Healthy Percentage Percentage of plants
shoots Attacked with larvae
per m shoots Live Dead Yield (at 15% moisture)
 

1 1 2 1 1 2 L 2 3

t/ha (ecwt/ac) t/ha (ewt/ac) t/ha (ewt/ac)
 

Untreated

control 107.41 32.1 50.7 26.3 40.0

Standard

seed treatment 165.0 84.0 19,5 15.6 9.8 10.6

Fonofos

0.8 kg/ha a.i. 140.4 93.9 21.7 20.0 6.4 9.4

Fonofos

1.7 kg/ha a.i. 162.6 T2145 12.42

Fonofos

3.4 kg/ha a.i. 153.9 126.9 4.3 ‘ 5 ‘ ‘ . 7.46

LSD 5% 0.50

1% 0.70

  



Table 4 Seedling emergence following combined seed treatment/granule treatment

 

Variety/Treatment No. of seedlings emerged from 100 seeds drilled

 

12 days post
7 days post drilling Weight of tops

drilling (full emergence) g

kg/ha a.i. fonofos 0 1.7 3.4 OF i127 3.4 0 def 3.4

Maris Templar
treated with chlorfenvinphos ‘ 11.2

19.4Non-treated

Chalk
treated with carbophenothion

Non-treated

Maris Huntsman

treated with gamma BHC 1 10.

Non- treated 5 20.

Mean 10.

 

DISCUSSION

The current practice of wheat bulb fly control, that of treating the seed prior

to drilling in the autumn with suitable concentrations of insecticides, applied

either as a liquid or a powder, acts mainly in preventing larval entry into the

young plants following egg hatch from mid January onwards. Little or no action

occurs against larvae in the soil, but some dressings can achieve limited control

within the plant. Work with seed treatments (Dixon 1967) has shown that control is

far from complete and, in farming practice, a second control measure is often adopted,

namely that of applying a foliar spray in the spring to control larvae already in the

shoots, thus reducing further damage to the plant.

The nature and timing of application of fonofos granules has given results

which demonstrate a dual action against the pest. Overall application to the seed

bed in the autumn followed by light incorporation and further dispersal by rainfall,

gives protection throughout the zone of hatching eggs and, being larvicidal and

adequately persistant (Stauffer Chemicals Dyfonate Bulletin - unpublished data), a

high proportion of larvae fail even to reach the young plant. The chemical also

comes into contact with the germinating seed, giving some seed treatment action.

Larval entry into the plant due to these factors is therefore reduced, as shown in

Tables 1 and 3, where the number of attacked shoots has been reduced from high

infestation levels of 30 to 69% to more acceptable levels of 4 to 23% in ADAS trials,

and from the 32 to 51% levels of infestation to below 12% at 1.7 and 3.4 kg/ha a.i.

in the trials described in this report. 



The second action of fonofos is to give a limited systemic action which kills
some larvae within the plant. J.B. McBain and J.J. Menn (unpublished data, Stauffer
Chemical Co.) have shown that fonofos can be detected in the young shoot and leaves
of corn. It is not yet known whether this level is, in itself, larvicidal, or
whether the chemical ingested from the soil is a necessary factor. Nevertheless,
Table 3 shows that, whereas the number of dead larvae within the plant treated with
a seed treatment is low (0.7 and 2.5%), with fonofos it is sufficiently high to
suggest that larvae are killed within the young plant. Residue studies (ADAS

unpublished data) at harvest showed no detectable fonofos in grain and straw, but it
had persisted in the soil to give 0.74 ppm.

The effect of fonofos on the crop prior to wheat bulb fly attack is shown by
emergence counts and visual observations to show no statistically significant or
consistent reductions in plant numbers or vigour with increasing dosage rates. It

is therefore considered that, both in the presence and absence of the pest, fonofos
is not phytotoxic at the concentrations tested even where seed treatments have also

been applied. In the presence of high levels of wheat bulb fly eggs and subsequent
severe plant attack where yield on untreated areas is reduced below economic levels,

fonofos has given yield increases consistently greater than standard seed treatments,
with a positive correlation between yield and dosage rate. Yield from the present
trials show the same trend of increasing yield with increasing rates of fonofos, and
significantly higher yields from fonofos treatment than from seed treatment or no

treatment. Considering all the yield data available, the optimum dosage rate

combining effectiveness with economics falls between 1.1 and 1.7 kg/ha a.i.
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CHEMICAL CONTROL OF LEATHERJACKETS (TIPULA spp) IN CEREALS

A Contribution from the Closed Conference of Advisory Intomologists
Summarized by J.M. Rayner

Agricultural Development and Advisory Service, Wolverhampton

Summary Trials carried out with chemicals for the control of leather-
jackets in cereals at 17 sites in Great Britain over a period of 3

years, have shown good control with chlorpyrifos emulsifiable concentrate
and wettable powder sprays, and 5% granules, applied at a rate equivalent
to 0.75 kg aifha. Carbofuran 5% granules at 1.0 kg ai/hna gave moderate
control and should give good control if applied at 1.25 kg ai/na. Eleven-
milligram bait pellets containing 1.8% BHC gave good control when

applied at the rate of 15 kg pellets/ha, but larger 41 mg pellets were
not satisfactory. Triazophos spray at 0.8 kg ai/ha, and isazofos spray

and granules used at 1.0 kg ai/ha also merit further investigation, but
other materials included in the trials either gave inadequate or
variable results, or their commercial future did not justify further
work.

The trials were carried out in a range of weather conditions that
indicated that consistent results from chemical control can be exvected
only if the mean air temperature over the period following treatment

exceeds 60°C,

Resume Les essais effectués sur 17 sites en Grande Bretagne au
cours de 3 années utilisant des produits chimiques dans la lutte
contre les larves des Tipules, a demontré” que les traitements par,

liquide pulvérise, ou par granules a 5%, de chlorpyrifos applique’ a

raison de 0. 7D kg ma/ha, sont efficaces. Les granules de carbofuran

X 5%, appliqués a raison de is O kg ma/hna ont donne des résultats

mediocres, mais si appliqués a 1.25 kg ma/na donneraient des résultats

Satisfaisants, Les appats en granules de 11 mg, et contenant de

1.8% HCH, ont donné des résultats satisfaisants, appliqués & raison de
15 ke/na de granules, mais les granules de plus gros taille (41 mg)
n'étaient pas tres efficaces. Triazophos sous forme liquide araison
de 0.8 kg ma/hna, et isozofos sous forme liquide et granulaire a raison
de 1.0 kg ma/ha_ réclament la poursuite d'essais complémentaires, mais

les autres matéeriaux utilisés dans les essais ont donné des résultats
mSdiocres ou variables, ou leur perspective commerciale ne justifait

pas des recherches plus approfondies.

Les essais ont été effectives dans différentes conditions
météorologiques qui ont montré qu'on ne peut atteindre des résultats
constants par un contréle chimique que si la temperature moyenne

de l'air pendant la période qui suit le traitement excede 6°C.

INTRODUCTION

A series of trials with alternatives to persistent organochlorine
insecticides for the control of leatherjackets in spring cereals was described
at the 5th British Insecticide and Fungicide Conference (Rayner, 1969). In
those trials, bran baits containing gamma BHC or fenitrothion proved to be
consistently effective; parathion 10% granules were effective in some trials,
while methiocarb spray, and methiocarb or bromophos with bran bait, were
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effective in single trials. Farm-prepared baits are inoonvenient, the ready-made

bran crumb bait used in the earlier trials is no longer available, and the

parathion granules have been withdrawn from the British market. Trials were

therefore continued in 1973 to 1975 in which organo-phosphorus and carbamate

insecticides and new formulations of ready-made gamma BHC baits have been tested.

These trials include several on winter cereals. At the time of the first

series of trials, experience with winter cereals had been mainly of damage

occurring in late autumn. Some trials on winter cereals had been done at low

temperature, and materials which had been effective when used in the spring, had

proved to be unsatisfactory under such conditions, DDT spray and parathion granules

giving the only reasonably consistent results. In recent years damage to winter

cereals has occurred from January to March, often at comparatively high temperatures,

when the conditions and time of application have been comparable with those for

spring cereals. In this report, therefore, there is no distinction made between

trials on winter and on spring cereals.

METHOD AND MATERIALS

Most of the trials were on crops that had already suffered damage, when they

were treated at growth stage 1 to 5, but at Rothesay and Badminton in 1975 (see

Table 1), treatments were applied before crop emergence.

Each trial area was sampled with a 6 or 10 cm diameter sampling tool, toa

depth of 5 to 15 cm, before treatment; from 40 to 600 samples were taken per site.

Treatment effects were assessed by sampling with similar tools, to a depth of

5 to LO cm taking from 10 to 40 samples per plot. Leatherjackets were extracted

either by washing, using the Bristol method, (Mayor and Browne 1964), ora

modification of the Salt and Hollick method (Cockbill et al, 1945), or by hand

sorting, samples at most sites being checked by a second observer. A heat extract-

jon method was used, for some sites, and where this or hand sorting by one

observer was the method employed, leatherjacket populations may have been under-

estimated by as much as 30%

At only one site (Monknash, 1974) was the heat extraction method used for

assessing treatment effects. Leatherjackets showing any signs of life were

recorded for assessment of treatment effectswhere the other methods were used, and

thus some moribund larvae were classified as alive. The heat extraction method

relying on leatherjackets' own mobility would probably not recover such leather-

jackets, and treatment effects would be slightly overestimated.

Assessments were made 2 to 3 weeks after treatment except at Alnwick where

the initial assessment was made after 17 days at low temperatures. Poor results

were obtained, and the assessment was repeated 6 weeks later, after 25 days of

milder weather.

The trials were laid out in 4 or 5 randomized blocks, (and one 4 x 4 Latin

square), with plots 6, 9 or 10 metres square (mostly 10 m square). Further site

details are listed in Table 1,

The treatments were applied either as emulsifiable concentrate, or

wettable powder sprays, in 225 1 to 600 1 water per hectare, as pelleted baits,

or as granules. Further details of treatments are included in Table 2. 



Table 1.

Chemical control of leatherjackets in cereals

Details of Sites

Pre Treat-
ment

Site < 5 5 Treatment leather-
Year No Location Soil Type Cereal Sowing date date jacket

population

000's/ha
 

Drumclog, Peaty loam Barley Spring 1973 8 May 1973 1240

Lanarkshire
(2) Malvern, Silty clay Barley April 1973 7 May 1973 926

Herefs-Worcs loam
(3) Copplestone, Gravelly Barley Spring 1973 1 May 1973 1450

Devon loam

(4) Dinchope, Silt loam Wheat Nov 1973 20 Feb 1974 1450

Salop
(5) Monknash, Silty clay Wheat Oct 1973 25 Feb 1974 2559

Glamorgan

(6) Southerndown, Silty clay Barley April 1974 23 April 889
Glamorgan 1974

(7) Westbury, Silty clay Wheat Autumn 1973 19 March 400

Wilts 1974
(8) Wadebridge, Silt loam Barley Spring 1974 6 May 1974 462

Cornwall

1975 (9) Rothesay, Silty clay Barley Mar 1975 3 April 1235
Bute 1975

(10) Newton Mearns, Clay loam Barley April 1975 18 April 1i12
Renfrewshire 1975

(11) Alnwick, Clay loam Barley Nov 1974 ? March 1235
Northumberland 1975

(12) Aberdaron Sandy clay Barley Mar 1975 28 April 700
Gwynedd loam 1975

(13) Stackpole, Fine sandy Oats/ Oct 1974 ? Jan 1975 7886
Dyfed loam Tares

(14) Monknash, Silty clay Wheat Autumn 1974 7 Jan 1975 1897

Glamorgan

(15) Tenbury, Silty clay Wheat Dec 1974 29 Jan 1975 2130

Herefs-Worcs loam
Badminton, Silty loam Barley May 1975 14 May 1975 1077

Avon brash
Andover, Clay loam Barley Feb 1975 24 Mar 1975 1326
Hants with

flints
 

RESULTS
The results are presented in Table 2 as the reduction in leatherjacket pop-

ulation resulting from treatment, expressed as a percentage of the control plot

population at the time of assessment.

The figures for mean air temperature at each site are based on data from a
nearby meteorological station, adjusted for differences in altitude between the

site and the station. 



Table 2.

Chemical control of Leatherjackets in Cereals. Results of Assessments of Post Treatment Leatherjacket Populations.

Quantities of insecticides as kg/ha of formulation (baits)or of ai (ec, wp, granules)

% Control (Difference between treatment and control plot populations as % of the latter)
———_——

PiPimd. o..-. 7

Date Control ene. BEG phos aieteeEyaa Methio Phorate Carbo Triazo
of can olot peltets methyl sSiec carb furan hosair P 0.97% 1.8% 1.8% ¥ 25%wp S%eran Coo Pee ee
Assess popne yy i 50% ec 2 d5SOfwp §=6LO%pran S%pran 4O%ec
ment 000/ha oan oe ie 0.75- eon ee 1.0kg 1.5kg 0.75- 0.8-
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* fewer than 30 Leatherjackets in control plot samples
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DISCUSSION
The spring of 1975 was characterised by marked reductions in leatherjacket

populations, attributable to natural causes, and at 4 sites, indicated in Table 2,

there was a total of fewer than 30 leatherjackets in the control plot samples, as
also at one site in 1973. These small numbers are inadequate for reliable assess-
ments of treatment effects, and figures indicating percentage control for

individual treatments at these sites should therefore be treated with some reserve.

Sites with mean temperatures below 6°C during the period from treatment to
assessment, with the exception of Monknash, 1974 (Table 2, site (5)), have given
only poor to moderate results with all treatments. The percentage control figures
at Monknash may be over estimates as suggested under Methods and Materials. At

Alnwick, (11) assessments made after a as week interval with a mean temperature

of 2.40C, gave poor results, but assessments repeated 6 weeks later, immediately
following a 34 week period at a mean of 8.3°C, gave good results. Consistently

good results from insecticide applications can be therefore only expected if a
period with a mean air temperature of 6°C or more follows treatment.

Observations at Tenbury (15) suggested that at the lower temperatures
there is little crop damage by leatherjackets, so that in practice treatment
can be delayed until there is a prospect of a rise in temperature. The Alnwick

results suggest however, that even if treatments are applied at the lower temperature
they can still be effective some weeks later, when the temperature rises.

The results obtained at low temperatures have been disregarded in the follow-
ing assessment of individual insecticides. .

In the earlier paper (Rayner, 1969) 70% control was regarded as satisfactory,
and judging by this standard, neither of the 2 large formulations of gamma BHC
pellets (41 mg) can be considered to be really satisfactory; however, the smaller
pellets gave better results and justify further work.

Chlorpyrifos applied as a spray, at the higher temperatures, at 7 sites with
significant leatherjacket populations, gave good, or very good control at 3 sites,
and only once gave really poor control, at Aberdaron in 1975 (12). ‘This poor
result is surprising in view of the degree of control achieved by the granules at
that site. The less than satisfactory result at Drumclog in 1973 (1) may be
accounted for by the peat content of the soil; chlorpyrifos is known to be less
effective in soils with a high organic content (Sparrow, 1973).

The 2 remaining moderate results from Wadebridge in 1974 and Monknash in
1975, (8) and (14), were close to the accepted standard of control. The 5
remaining trials, which had few leatherjackets in the untreated plots, showed

very good control at 4 sites, but, although at the fifth site control was rather
poor, these 5 results taken together suggest a satisfactory level of control.
Considering the results overall, it seems that chlorpyrifos at 0.75 kg ai/ha as
a spray can be regarded as a satisfactory material for leatherjacket control.
Chlorpyrifos granules gave satisfactory results at 4 sites where used at 0.75 kg
aifha, and at 2 out of the 4 sites in 1974 where they were used at 0.55 kg ai/ha,
and can also be considered a satisfactory material at the higher rate. With both
formulations the mean air temperature must be 6°C or higher if consistently good
control is to be expected.

Methiocarb spray gave good control at only 3 sites out of 9 where it was
tested. This includes 4 sites with low leatherjacket populations, but as all
gave only moderate control, there is little ground for recommending this material.
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Carbofuran where used at the 1.0 kg ai/hna rate (all sites except Dinchope

(4)), gave either satisfactory or almost satisfactory results, suggesting thai.

at a higher rate of application, consistently satisfactory results could be

achieved.

Triazophos sprays have given variable results, but there are too few

reliable results for assessing the value of this material, and further work is

required. CGA 12223 (isazofos) has given only one poor result as a spray and

the granules have given good control at the few sites where they were used.

However, reliable results are too few for any final conclusions to be drawn, and

further work with these materials is required also.

Pirimiphos-methyl has not given consistently good control, and although

pirimiphos-ethyl gave satisfactory control at a few sites, the commercial prospects

have not justified further work. Only moderate control was achieved with phorate

granules at two sites.

The few rather variable results for fenitrothion include one with moderate

control at a low temperature. The earlier series of trials included 14 where

fenitrothion spray was used, and very good, moderate and very poor results were

obtained. Further examination of those data shows that 5 satisfactory results,

and one unsatisfactory, were obtained at sites where treatment assessments were

made % weeks or more after treatment, whereas of 8 trials assessed 13 to 20 days

after treatment, only 2 gave a satisfactory result. It was considered for the

vresent series of trials that assessment at 2 weeks was desirable; if a material

is not effective within this period, it is too slow-acting to be satisfactory. The

few results in this trial do nothing to dispel the view that fenitrothion spray

is tco variable in its effect to be relied on.

In conclusion, chlorpyrifos as a spray or granule, at 0.75 kg aif/ha is the

only insecticide which on the basis of these trials, can be confidently

recommended for leatherjacket control in cereals, but the small gamma BHC pellets,

triazophos spray, and isazofos spray and 10% granules, justify further

investigation. There is a clear indication that carbofuran 5% granules at a higher

rate of application such as 1.25 kg ai/ha would be effective and reliable.

In a series of trials with insecticides for control of leatherjackets in

grassland, chlorpyrifos wp at 0.75 kg ai/ha mostly in 225 1 water, has consistently

given good control and was superior to any other suitable insecticide tested. At

0.5 kg ai/na, jess satisfactory control was achieved.
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BIRD DAMAGE TO SUGAR BEET AND APPROACHES TO ITS CONTROL

R. A. Dunning and R. E. Green

Broom's Barn Experimental Station, Higham, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. IP28 6NP

Summary Results of an annual survey of bird grazing of sugar beet
indicated that damage was nearly as severe in 1974 as in the previous
peak years of 1971 and 1972; damage was less in 1973 and 1975, a

difference most probably attributable to more rapid crop growth
through the susceptible seedling stage. Field trials simulating
grazing demonstrate its harmful effects on yield, but prevention of
grazing by caging produced inconsistent improvements because damage
was usually slight in the trial areas and/or irregularly distributed.

Fewer seedlings per unit area usually, but not always, led to increased
damage. Chemicals that might be repellent, especially methiocarb,
applied as seed or foliage treatments, failed to decrease grazing under
experimental conditions. A preliminary report is given of alternative

food and ecological studies that were started in 1974.

Résume Selon les sondages annuels, les dégats occasioné par les petits

oiseaux aux plantules en 1974 étaient presqu'au méme niveau que ceux des

années les plus graves, 1971 et 1972. Il y avait un ralentissement en

1973 et 1975, probablement 4 cause d'un accroissement plus rapide

pendant la période susceptible. Aux champs, nous avons obtenu les

résultats inconséquents quand nous avons employé les cages pour les
parcelles témoins, soit que les dégats étaient légers dans les zones
des essais, soit qu'il y avait une distribution irréguliére.

Souvent, mais pas toujours on trouve un accroissement des dégats quand

les populations sont reduits. Traitments dans l'enrobage des graines

ou sur les feuilles avec les produits chimiques, peut-@tre repulsifs,

comme methiocarb, ont manqué 4 reduire les effets sous les conditions

des essais. On donne un compte rendu sur la nourriture alternative

6t aux etudes écologiques commencé en 1974.

INTRCDUCTION

Various species of birds and mammals graze sugar beet (Jones & Dunning, 1972;

Dunning, 1974), and cause concern both to growers and the British Sugar Corporation

(3.5.C.) because it seems that this grazing, especially of seedlings, decreases

sugar yield.

Damage te sugar-beet seedlings by birds and mammals usually consists of the

removal of all or part of the cotyledons and/or early true leaves. Except where

ererging seedlings have been heavily grazed removal of the growing roint is uncommon.

Parlier field trials testing artificial defoliation almost entirely neglected the

cotyledon stage (Jones,et al, 1955; Dunning & Winder, 1972). However, recent work

indicates that loss of cotyledons, especially wren just expanding above the soil

surface, significantly decrease the final sugar yield of the crop (Dunning et al,

1974, 1975).
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Results of surveys from 1957 to 1972 on bird damage to sugar beet have already

been reported together with results of some experimental work testing possible

repellents (Dunning, 1974). This paper records further results on the identification

of pest species, national incidence of damage and a progress report on ecological
studies of bird grazing pests. The results of experiments on the effects of grazing

damage on yield and of seed spacing, chemicals and the provision of alternative food

on damage are also reported.

SPECIES RESPONSIBLE FOR GRAZING DAMAGE AND THE

INCIDENCE OF DAMAGE

Five species of grazing birds, (Wood Pigeon (Columba palumbus), Pheasant
(Phasianus colchicus), Red-legged Partridge (Alectoris rufa), Common Partridge
(Perdix perdix) and Skylark (Alauda arvensis))and three mammals, (Hare (Lepus
europaeus), Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and Wood Mouse (Apodemus_sylvaticus)),
occur commonly in spring on arable farmland in Eastern England and feed to varying
extents on growing plants. In addition, the House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)
occurs on fields adjacent to farm buildings. In a survey of twelve Cambridgeshire
and Suffolk sugar-beet fields in spring 1975, skylarks and partridges were the birds
most commonly seen foraging when fields had small seedlings. Observations of
feeding birds and analysis of faeces show that these species take the cotyledons and
early true leaves of sugar beet as a part of their diet. Only skylarks have been
seen grazing emerging and very small seedlings (cotyledons < 3mm). Wood pigeons
and pheasants were not very often seen foraging on sugar-beet fields although some

grazing of large seedlings was recorded.

Counts of hares and rabbits at night showed most to be foraging on cereal fields
and few were seen among sugar beet. However, isolated examples of grazing by these
species are reported regularly. Wood mouse populations undergo large seasonal
changes in density and, because of a rapid decline in numbers in the spring of 1975,
they were comparatively rare by the time most seedlings were emerging. In years
when early sowing is possible wood mice might be of more importance in causing

grazing damage. Grazing by wood mice has been reported for early-sown sugar-beet

crops (Jones, 1974).

Assessment of the national incidence of grazing damage was made using the reports

2.5.C. factory fieldmen. The methods used and earlier results are described

ewhere (Dunning, 1974). Damage was attributed to different bird species on the
basis of a rough assessment of their relative abundance. This is unsatisfactory as
species may occur on sugar-beet fields without causing damage; also this method
neglects nocturnal and crepuscular animals. Table 1 therefore shows the total
erazine damage without attempting to attribute it to particular species. The
skylark was the species most often blamed for grazing damage.

Table 1

Grazing damage survey; acreage failed and total _'month-acres'

damaged to differing degrees, April-July 1973-1975

*a b 6 d e
 

1973 217 2,473 21,822 188 4420 871

1974 851 5,131 57,997 229 ,263 2,174
1975 15 1,500 14,791 154,672 467
 

* a, Acres completely damaged (i.e. failed): b-d, 'month-acres' (acres
damaged per month, totalled for April to July); »b, severely damaged (loss of
yield likely); c, moderately damaged (damage extensive, but loss of yield
unlikely); 4d, slightly damaged (damaged plants occur in crop, but probably no
effect on yield); e, annual index. (See Dunning, 1974, for full explanation).
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